《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 1 Thessalonians》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
In God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ; a form of expression abundantly employed by the apostle Paul, and full of deep meaning. It contains the idea that the life of churches, as of individual believers, has its ground in union and communion with the Father and the Son through faith. 

Verse 3
Work of faith; work which has faith for its source, and is therefore itself an exercise of faith. So the following expression, labor of love, is to be understood. 

Patience; the steadfast endurance of trials; an endurance sustained by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ; or, more literally, hope of our Lord Jesus Christ; that is, the hope of his second coming in glory to receive his people to himself, which is made so prominent in the two epistles to the Thessalonians: verse 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-20. The piety of believers and their activity in doing good awaken fervent gratitude in the ministers of Christ, and lead them to render hearty and devout thanksgiving to God. 

Verse 4
Knowing-your election; being chosen of God, of which their reception and treatment of the gospel were evidences. 

Verse 5
In power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; the last clause of this verse shows that the immediate reference of these words is to the apostle and his associates. Their preaching was in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in full assurance of what they uttered. But this cannot be separated from the effect on their hearers. To them also their preaching was attended with the power of the Holy Ghost; it was embraced with full conviction of its truths, and led them to break off their sins and turn to the Lord. See verse 1 Thessalonians 1:6. 

Verse 6
Joy of the Holy Ghost; that which he imparts. A cordial reception of the gospel, and devotion of heart and life to the service of Christ, are sure evidences of being elected, and the pledge of being kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

Verse 7
Macedonia and Achaia; mentioned together as adjoining Roman provinces, comprising the whole of Greece. Achaia comprised the southern part of Greece, of which Corinth was the capital. 

Verse 8
The word of the Lord; as manifested in your lives. Verses 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10. 

Verse 9
They themselves; the persons named in the preceding verse among whom the word of the Lord sounded out. 

What manner of entering in we had; what power attended our preaching. 

Verse 10
Christ is the cause of the deliverance of believers from the wrath to come. This they feel and acknowledge, and to him they give the glory. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 2
At Philippi; Acts 16:19-24. 

Much contention; conflict with opposers, and the dangers and difficulties thence arising. 

Verse 3
Not of deceit, nor of uncleanness; it did not spring from deceit, nor impure motives. 

Nor in guile; we had no crafty designs of our own to accomplish under the cloak of preaching the gospel. 

Verse 4
Allowed of God; approved of God, as the original means. 

Verse 5
Neither-used we-a cloak of covetousness; they had not used religion to conceal any covetous or selfish purpose. 

Verse 6
Been burdensome; or, as the margin, used authority, exacted honor of you. Others understand the word of requiring support from the Thessalonians, verse 1 Thessalonians 2:9. The great object of ministers in preaching the gospel, should be not the praises of men, but the approbation of God. 

Verse 8
Our own souls; our lives: he was so desirous of their salvation, that he was willing not only to labor, but if need be to die to promote it. In their manner of preaching and in their intercourse with men, ministers should be kind, gentle, courteous, upright, and sincere-not merely or principally for the purpose of pleasing men, but of doing them good. 

Verse 9
Travail; hard and wearisome toil. 

Laboring; the reference is to manual labor to obtain the means of support. 

Verse 13
Effectually worketh; leading them to repent of their sins and believe in Christ. When the truths of the Bible are received as coming from God, they will be mightily efficacious, under the influence of his Spirit, to enlighten, sanctify, and save. Hebrews 4:12-13. 

Verse 15
Contrary to all men; opposed to them, scorning all Gentiles, and hating even Jews who believe on Christ. 

Verse 16
To speak; proclaim the gospel. 

To fill up their sins; unwilling to believe themselves, or to have the Gentiles believe, they filled up the cup of their iniquities and of God’s vengeance. 

The wrath is come; the wrath of God. It was already at their door, ready to fall upon them and consume them to the uttermost. This epistle was written but a few years before the awful overthrow of Jerusalem and the Jewish nations by the Romans. Men are naturally so wicked, that, if left to themselves, they will not only reject the Saviour, but oppose the preaching of him to others. This is exceedingly offensive to God, and exposes all who are guilty of it to his wrath. 

Verse 17
Being taken from you; bereaved of you, as the original word means. The apostle felt, in his separation from the Thessalonians, like a father bereaved of his children. 

Verse 18
Hindered us; the agency which Satan employed was probably that of wicked men. Efforts for the salvation of souls are hated and opposed, not only by wicked men, but by Satan; and often he succeeds in hindering good men from doing what they might otherwise accomplish. 

Verse 20
Sinners who are converted and saved in answer to the prayers and through the instrumentality of Christians, will be jewels in their crown of everlasting joy. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
No longer forbear; so desirous was he of hearing from them, that he could not consistently wait any longer. 

Verse 3
Be moved; be led to renounce his religion on account of the trials to which it exposed him. 

We are appointed; it is a part of God’s gracious plan that his people in this world should suffer trials. Christians should see and acknowledge the hand of God in their trials as well as their mercies, and never be led by them to renounce their confidence in him, or their devotion to his service. 

Verse 5
The tempter; Satan. 

Have tempted you; to deny Christ. 

Verse 8
We live; our life is bound up in your spiritual welfare. To hear of this fills us with joy. Compare chap 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20. When Christians are steadfast and persevering in the faith and practice of the gospel, those ministers of Christ who have been instrumental in their conversion give the glory to God, and rejoice with exceeding great joy. 

Verse 13
At the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; when the result of God’s work of sanctification in the hearts of believers shall be made manifest in its perfection. Increasing love to Christians on account of their attachment and likeness to Christ, and earnest desires to promote the highest good of men, are powerful means of perseverance in holiness and preparation for heaven. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
Jesus Christ and his apostles were exceedingly desirous not merely that men should be converted and have a good hope of heaven, but that they should be eminently holy; should not merely be planted as trees of righteousness in the garden of the Lord, but bear much fruit. John 15:8. 

Verse 4
Possess his vessel; treat his body as the work and property of God and the habitation of an immortal spirit. 

Verse 8
Despiseth; rejecteth these instructions. Men treat God as they treat the truths of the Bible. Those who disbelieve and reject them, disbelieve and reject him; and those who love and obey them, love and obey him. 

Verse 12
Walk honestly; have a deportment that is honorable and reputable. 

Without; without the church; those who do not profess to love Christ. 

Have lack of nothing; nothing which is needful for support, comfort, and usefulness. Diligence in lawful useful business is the duty of all men, unless disabled; it is the means by which God ordinarily supplies their wants and enables them to pay their debts, support their families, and be useful to their fellow-men. 

Verse 13
Asleep; asleep in Jesus, who have died in union with Christ by faith, verse 1 Thessalonians 4:14. 

Others; the unenlightened heathen, who have no hope of a resurrection and life of blessedness with Christ in heaven. 

Verse 14
Will God bring with him; raise from the dead in glorious, immortal bodies, so that they as well as those that remain alive at Christ’s coming, shall appear with him in glory. 1 Corinthians 15:51-54. 

Verse 15
Which are alive; when the Lord shall come to judgment. 

Shall not prevent; not go before, or rise to meet the Lord before those do who are dead. 

Verse 16
Rise first; before the living shall be changed. But after the dead in Christ are raised, the living shall be changed, and both ascend together to be for ever with the Lord. 

Verse 18
The prospect of meeting our pious friends at the day of judgment, and with them, perfect in body and soul, ascending with Christ and all his redeemed, to be for ever like him, soothes the anguish of parting with them, and fills the soul with joys unspeakable and full of glory. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
The times and the seasons; that pertain to the Lord’s coming, of which he had just been speaking. 

Ye have no need that I write unto you; for the reason stated in the next verse. 

Verse 2
Perfectly; more literally, accurately, having been carefully instructed on that point by myself. 

The day of the Lord; of his second coming in glory just spoken of. 

As a thief in the night; suddenly and at an unexpected time. It is God’s will that men should live in constant preparation for it. All over-curious computations for the purpose of fixing its exact date are vain and profitless. Matthew 24:36. What the apostle here says of Christ’s second coming is eminently true also of his particular coming to each one at death, which is, in truth, to him the end of the world. Hebrews 9:27. 

Verse 3
They; the wicked, who are living in careless security. Compare Matthew 24:37-39. 

Verse 4
Ye; Christians. 

Not in darkness; the darkness of ignorance and sin. They had been enlightened by the reception of the truth. 

Should overtake you; surprise you in an unprepared state, as a thief does. 

Verse 6
Sleep; live in stupidity and carnal security, unmindful of and uninfluenced by the great truths of the gospel. As we know that God will call us to judgment, but cannot know when, we should be always ready, and so live that whenever called we may give our account with joy, and not with grief. 

Verse 7
They that sleep, sleep in the night-drunken in the night; as the natural night is the time when men indulge in natural sleep and drunkenness, so they who live in the spiritual night of ignorance and sin may be expected to give themselves up to spiritual sleep and dissoluteness. But not so we, who are of the day, as the apostle proceeds to show. 

Verse 8
Breastplate-helmet; see Ephesians 6:13-18, and notes. 

Verse 9
To obtain salvation; this was evident from their having believed in Christ. Those who believe in Christ and obey his commands show that they are elected to eternal life and are heirs of heaven. 

Verse 10
Wake or sleep; be found among the living or the dead. 

Verse 12
Know them which labor among you; as your ministers, with affectionate love and obedience to their instructions. 

Verse 13
Their work’s sake; as preachers of the gospel and promoters of your spiritual good. Ministers who take the oversight of churches are not to be esteemed merely or principally on account of their office, but must do works which are worthy of esteem, or they give no evidence of being ministers of Christ, and have no claim, as such, to the respect and confidence of his people. 

Verse 14
Unruly; those who live in violation of the rules of God’s word. 

Feeble-minded; those who are easily disheartened and discouraged. 

The weak; the weak in faith. Compare Romans 14:1; Romans 15:1. 

Verse 16
Rejoice; in God and his salvation. A Christian is never placed in any situation in which he has not abundant reason for exceeding great joy. 

Verse 18
A dependent, grateful, and benevolent spirit, manifested in habitual thanksgiving and in supplication for ourselves and our fellow-men, is peculiarly pleasing to God. 

Verse 19
Quench not the Spirit; by refusing to follow his gracious leadings, doing what you know to be contrary to his will, or neglecting to perform the duty to which he prompts you. Though the Holy Spirit is almighty, he may be resisted. His influences may be quenched, their efficacy counteracted, and by the commission of sin and the neglect of duty men may deprive themselves of his saving power. 

Verse 20
Prophesyings; see note to 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

Verse 21
Prove all things; by comparing them with the Bible; and if they do not agree with that, reject them; if they do, receive and believe them. Hearers of the gospel are bound to inquire, examine, and judge whether what they hear is or is not according to the Bible; and any man or body of men that denies them this right, or hinders them from exercising it, is violating the revealed will of God. 

Verse 23
The coming of our Lord; his second coming in glory. See note to chap 1 Thessalonians 3:13. 

Verse 24
Who also will do it; God, who had begun their sanctification, would increase it till it should be perfected. God will certainly and wholly sanctify and save all who truly believe in Christ and continue to serve him. 

Verse 25
The fact that Paul felt his need of the prayers of living Christians, and often asked for them, but never asked for the prayers of the dead or of the Virgin Mary, shows conclusively that it is not right to pray to them. No inspired man ever did it, and none who rightly understand and obey the Scriptures ever will do it. 

Verse 27
Unto all; for it was not designed for individuals merely, but for the whole church. 

